Allt var tilbuid og ferd@in farin. Og prdin til ad sjd meira, vita meira og reyna meira var vakin.
Oblid og hrjéstrug en kyrrldt ndtturan hafdi lika sina téfra.
Samvera med skemmtilegum og réskum jafnéldrum og svo tjaldbudastorfin,
tilfinningin fyrir pvi ad vera falid dbyrgdarstarf, vera metinn ad verdleikum,
allt petta hafdi seidmagn.
Jon Témasson

betta var sumarid var 1937 — pa toku sig saman nokkrir ungir drengir i Keflavik og leitudu leida til ad
finna athafnasemi sinni og eirdarleysi utrds. ba langadi ad kynnast nattdrunni i nadgrenninu, fara i
svadilfarir en pannig flokkudu peir allar ferdir utan Hélmsbergs, Nénvérdu og Asatuns. beir fundu sér
fararstjora sem var Helgi S. Jonsson sem var nyfluttur i baeinn fra Reykjavik og var reyndur
fjallamadur og skati.

betta sumar voru farnar nokkrar sevintyraferdir i ndgrenni Keflavikur. brain eftir ad gera meira var
kviknud og pann 15. september 1937 stofnudu peir skatafélagid Heidabua og eru pvi lidin 80 ar fra
stofnun pess. Stofnendurnir voru:. Marteinn Arnason, (f. 1922) Gunnar b. borsteinsson (f. 1920) Helgi
S. Jénsson (f. 1910) félagsforingi pess i um 35 ar, Arnbjorn Olafsson (f. 1922), Olafur Gudmundsson (f.
1925), Oskar Ingibersson (f. 1923), Alexander Magnusson (f. 1923) og Helgi Jénsson. (1923).

Helgi S. kynntist skatastarfinu i Reykjavik og lagéi mikla dherslu & ad pessi visir ad skatafélagi yrdi
skilgreindur fra upphafi sem skatafélag sem fylgdi 6llum venjum og hefdum hinnar alpjédlegu
skatahreyfingar. Fljotlega var sétt um inngéngu i Bandalag islenskra skata sem stofnad var 1927.

Félaginu 6x fljott fiskur um hrygg. Frumherjarnir urdu ad foringjum sem leiddu dhugasama nyliéa inn i
skataheiminn og pannig myndadist snemma sterkur og gédur kjarni. Verkefnin voru zerin og eitt
peirra var ad finna félaginu samanstad. Upphaflega fékk pad inni hja Ungmennafélaginu i Ungé
(Hafnargata 6) sem var mjog mikilvaegur studningur vid félagid. En skatafélag parf sitt eigid rymi enda
fylgja starfseminni ymislegt baedi til notkunar og minningar um fjolmorg aevintyri. Félagsmenn féru a
stufanna og fengu inni i kofa sem hafdi verid notadur sem haensnakofi og var stadsettur par sem nu
er Nyja bidé en par var ansi prongt. Neesta hdsnaedi var i kjallara 4 Tungotu 17 kalladist pad hus
Skemman. bar dvaldi félagid par til voxtur pess sprengdi hisnaedid og pa akvadu félagsmenn ad
byggja sjalfir eitt stykki huds. Enda voru haefileikamenn i peirra rodum. Gunnar borsteinsson teiknadi
husid og styrdi framkvaemdum. Nyja husid var stadsett 8 svaedi kartoflugarda verkalydsfélagsins
(VFSK) & horni Vatnsnesvegar og Hringbrautar. Bygging pess héfst arid 1944 og hasid var vigt 4 10 ara
afmeelisari félagsins arid 1947 og allt unnid i sjalfbodavinnu. Rétt um 30 arum seinna, 1973, héfust
framkvaemdir vid vidbyggingu vid husid og lauk henni arié 1976.

Gunnar atti eftir ad koma meira vid ségu pegar hann vard foringi, 3. sveitar, eda Liljunnar sem var
fyrir stalkur og var stofnud 3. juni 1943. bad merkilega vid stofun 3. sveitar var ad petta var i fyrsta
skiptid i heiminum sem stulkur og drengir voru saman i skatafélagi. Hefdbundid var ad stofna
sitthvort félagid fyrir kynin. Hér brutu Heidabuar blad i s6gu skatahreyfingarinnar.

Mottd skatastarfsins er ,eitt sinn skati, dvallt skati”. En peir sem eldri voru haettu smatt og smatt
patttoku og vid tdku onnur lifsins verkefni. Bérn peirra uxu Ur grasi og sum hver urdu jafnvel skatar.
En pad var ekki nég fyrir alla og gamlir skatar gripu fengins hendi peirri hugmynd ad stofna sérstaka
sveit skata sem teeki patt i skatastarfinu med dkvednum haetti, adallega litu peir a sig sem
studningsadila vid félagid en fengu ad launum ad geta maett aftur a skatafundi med gomlum félogum.



Pessi hluti skatastarfsins vard til i Danmorku og kallast St. Georgs gildid. En heilagur Georg er
verndardyrlingur skatahreyfingarinnar.

En Ut 4 hvad gengur skatastarfid?

Oft er nu gott ad skoda upphafstefid en pad var slegid af manni ad nafni Robert Baden-Powell. Hann
faeddist 4 Englandi 1857 i barnmargri fjolskyldu. Bornin nutu pess ad kanna umhverfi heimilisins og
lentu i moérgum svadilférum i ferdum sinum. Baden-Powell fér i herskéla og tok sidar patt vid gédan
ordstyr i svokolludu Buastridi i Sudur-Afriku. Heim kominn vaknadi dhugi hans a aeskulydsmalum og
vildi hann leggja sitt af moérkum. Hann baud 20 drengjum ad koma med sér i utilegu a4 litilli eyju i
Thames-anni og markar su ferd upphafid skatahreyfingunni. Augljéslega ma sja tengingu vid herinn
med buningum hreyfingarinnar og skipulagi. En inntak hennar fél i sér ad gera bornin sjalfbjarga og
opna peim pannig risastéran og spennandi heim med sérstakri dherslu 4 nattaruna. betta er
meginstef skatastarfsins. En fleira er inn i myndinni. Skati er hjalpsamur, kurteis og vinnusamur.
pessar grunnhugsjonir eru einmitt fangadar med gédum haetti af Joni Tdmassyni hér ad ofan.

,ADd vekja pranna...” virkar 6skop hversdagslegt en er étrulega mikilvaegt ekki sist medal ungmenna
og staekkar pannig sjéndeildarhring peirra. Aherslan & ad kenna skatum ad vera sem mest sjalfbjarga
eykur sjalfstraustid sem getur skipt skdpun fyrir marga. En pad er meira i pessari mynd eins og Jon
kemur inn a. ,,Ad vera metinn af verdleikum...” i stad pess ad vera metinn af adsteedum eda pess
sem skortir. Ad finna til sin i hdpnum er dmetanlegt veganesti fyrir alla en ekki sist pa sem eiga
erfidari aesku.

Skatar eru félagslyndir og gera ymislegt til ad efla félagsandann. Ein af hefdunum er vardeldurinn, par
sem skatarnir sitja saman i hring eftir vidburdarrikan dag, leetur lida Ur sér preytuna og oftar en ekki
eru sungnir saman nokkrir skataséngvar. Aldrei ad vita nema ,, bytur i laufi...” heyrst og gott ef ekki
skemmtilegheit par sem skataord eins og gulli gulli og pallavd nokkur koma vid sogu. ,, Ténlist pekkir
ekki landamaeri“ sagdi Runar Juliusson tonlistarmadur svo oft. Vid getum 6ll notid tonlistar en pad er
meira sem hangir 8 pessari spytu, med pvi ad syngja saman pa verdur til pessi sterki félagsandi, pad
er ekki haegt ad vera évinir i song.

Skatarnir lata sér pd ekki naegja ad syngja saman vid vardeldinn, peir hitta reglulega félaga sinum fra
6drum félogum, 4 svaedismétum, landsmétum og alheimsmétum. ba eru sumarbudar ad Ulfljétsvatni
vinszelar og margvisleg namskeid og heimsodknir. Félagid er misjafnlega virkt eins og gengur en pad er
afrek at af fyrir sig ad halda Ut i 80 ar.

Fjaroflun félagsins hefur verid margvisleg en eftirminnilegust eru skataskeytin sem félk keypti til ad
senda fermingarbérnum. betta var hellingsstarf fyrir félag ad taka vid kvedjunum handskrifa skeytin
og bera pau svo Ut til fermingarbarnanna. Hér voru Heidabuar frumkvddlar en fleiri skatafélog toku
upp pessa fjaroflunarleid sidar.

17. jani

Skatar setja svip sinn a baejarfélagid lengi vel med pvi ad skipuleggja dagskra @ sumardaginn fyrsta
sem lika var nytt til fjdroflunar. ba hafa skatarnir akvednu hlutverki ad gegna a 17. Juni. Alveg fra
upphafi pess ad pjédhatidardagurinn var haldinn hatidlegur hér i bae hefur skatafélagio lagt lid og sett
svip sinn a daginn er peir ganga med hatidarfanann inn i skridgardinn og adstoda vid ad draga
fanann ad huani. Fyrsti faninn sem var notadur er i eigu Byggdasafnsins og maeldist faninn, 5.65X4.0
metrar ad staerd, eda eins og pokkalegur bilskur.



Sumardagurinn fyrsti i Keflavik arid 1944.

Eins og undanfarin ar aetlar skatafélagid hér ad gangast fyrir hatidahéldum a sumardaginn fyrsta.
Undirbuningur er pegar hafinn og dagskrain akvedin i adalatrium.

Klukkan 10 fyrir hadegi koma skatarnir saman i Skataskemmunni [vid Tung6tu] og verda nokkrir
nylidar latnir vinna skataheitid, annadhvort Uti eda inni, eftir pvi sem vedur leyfir.

Klukkan 2 e. h. verdur svo almenn gudspjonusta i kirkjunni og veeri tilhlydilegt og mjog aeskilegt, ad
foreldrar skatanna og adrir velunnarar hreyfingarinnar fjolmenntu i kirkjuna, pvi ad gudspjénustur
skatanna eru hatidlegar og med sérkennilegum blze, enda vel til fallid ad fagna sumarkomunni par.
Klukkan 5 e. h. verdur svo almenn skemmtun fyrir bérn i Ungmennafélagshuisinu, mjog fjolbreytt ad
efni.

KI. 8,30 verdur, onnur skemmtun fyrir fullordna, par verda leikpaettir, sjonhverfingar, séngur,
upplestrar og erindi. Ekki parf ad efa ad skemmtunin verdur gdd, pvi ad skatafélagid reedur yfir
talsvert miklum skemmtikréftum, auk pess sem pad mun fa adstod fra féldgum sinum ur Reykjavik.
Ad skemmtuninni lokinni verdur svo almennur dansleikur. Skemmtanir pessar eru haldnar i
fjdroflunarskyni fyrir vaentanlega husbyggingu félagsins og gefst pvi félki kostur a ad gera hvort
tveggja i senn, ad skemmta sér og stydja skatana i starfi peirra. (Grein i Faxa 1944)

Everything was ready and the journey began. The desire to see more, try more and to know more had
been awaken.

The rough and unruly nature with its tranquil moments, was enchanting.

At the camping site there was this wonderful jolly spirit of like minded people and the feeling to be
trusted to take on some responsibility was enormously valuable.

This happened in the summer of 1937, there was a handful of young boys in Keflavik who longed to
spend their time doing something exciting. They were in luck as Mr. Helgi S. Jonsson had just recently
moved to the town. He was experienced traveler in Icelandic wilderness and a scout. With him the
boys explored their nearest neighborhood. They loved it and wanted more, a decision was made to do
more and on the 15th of September 1937 the scout club, Heidabuar was founded. The name
,Heidabuar” can be translated as ,,the moor dwellers”.

Helgi S. Jonsson became the first leader of the club and he served for 35 years. He was adamant that
the club should become a member of the Icelandic Scout Association (B.[.S) and that the club should
follow all traditions and regulations of the movement.

The club was successful in attracting new members and very soon they needed to look for a suitable
house. After several moves a decision was taken to build a house for the club. They got a permission
to build their house at the outskirts of the town and luckily one of the founding member Mr. Gunnar
borsteinsson had training in building houses. He drafted the house and organized the work, which
was all done by volunteers and the house was ready in 1947 when the club celebrated its 10 years
anniversary. In 1976 a wing was added to the building.

In the year 1943 Gunnar got a new venture to be the first leader of the 3rd section that was for girls.
But Heidabuar were the first scout club in the world to allow girls and boys to be in the same club. The
Icelandic Scout Association allowed this and many clubs have followed suit.
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The scout’s mantra is: ,once a scout, always a scout”. But as you get older other activities take over.
But many find it difficult to leave the movement and were happy to a continuation in groups called
the Guild of St. Georg, as the saint is the guardian angel of the movement. Here it is named St. Georgs
gildid i Keflavik and it was founded in 1963.

But what is the scout movement about?

The founding father of the movement was an Englishman name Robert Baden-Powell. Born in 1857 in
a big family. His childhood memories were of him and his siblings exploring the neighborhood of the
family home, finding themselves in all kinds of adventure. When an adult Bade-Powell wished to
share his happy childhood, he invited a group of boy to go camping.

The method that the movement has since developed is a program of informal education with an
emphasis on practical outdoor activities, including camping, woodcraft, aquatics, hiking,
backpacking, and sports. Another widely recognized movement characteristic is the Scout uniform, by
intent hiding all differences of social standing in a country and ensure for equality. Distinctive uniform
insignia include the fleur-de-lis and the trefoil, as well as badges and other patches.

The First Day of Summer and the National Day of Iceland.

There is a long tradition in Iceland to celebrate the First Day of Summer. This day marks the beginning
of the first summer month in the old tradition called Harpa, literally ,,the harp”. This day is always on
the third Thursday in April and is still an official holiday. The scout movement has traditionally
participated in celebrating this day, by parading the streets and with various other activities in
coherence with the scout traditions.

17th of June is the National Day of Iceland. Which has been celebrated since 1944 when Iceland
became a republic. The scout movement has always participated in the celebration. Heidabuar have
been in the forefront in developing the day. Heidabuar lead the parade with the brass band of the
Local Music School, entering the public garden in center of the town, carrying a huge Icelandic flag.
The first flag that was used from 1945-1974 and is now preserved in the local history museum, when
measured it is 5.65x4.00 meters, “Just like a good size garage” as one of the museum staff noted.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Camping
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woodcraft
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_water_sports
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hiking
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Backpacking_(wilderness)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sport
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uniform
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fleur-de-lis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trefoil
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scout_badge

